November 19, 2009

The Honorable Harry Reid
Majority Leader 

U.S. Senate

Dear Majority Leader Reid:
The undersigned 50 national organizations representing older adults, people with disabilities, and those who serve them thank you for including the Community Living Assistance Services and Supports (CLASS) program in the Senate Patient Protection and Affordability Act.  As you continue to move forward in your historic effort to reshape health care in this country, we applaud you for recognizing that long-term services and supports need to be addressed.  Older individuals and people with disabilities should have the right to live as independently as possible in their own homes and communities, and to receive the help they need without having to spend down into poverty.  Your legislation will help them to do just that.
The voluntary CLASS insurance program will promote independence, choice, dignity and personal responsibility.  It is self-funded and fiscally responsible.  It will also strengthen the economy and business productivity.  As you know, the CLASS plan is included in the House bill and is supported by President Obama as well as over 260 organizations.

We also believe it is important to improve access to Medicaid home and community-based services (HCBS), and we thank you for including the Community First Choice Option and the spousal impoverishment reforms in the bill.  
Our nation has too long ignored the urgent need to address in a fiscally responsible manner the emerging long-term services and supports crisis facing older adults, younger persons with disabilities, and their families.  Inclusion of these provisions in the Senate bill will strengthen support for health reform and help to address what is likely the greatest unmet care need for millions of vulnerable Americans. 

We deeply appreciate your leadership on these and other urgent health care issues.  We look forward to continuing to work with you to pass a comprehensive health reform bill that effectively addresses the needs of Americans of all ages, and includes the CLASS and Medicaid HCBS provisions.
Sincerely,

AARP

Alliance for Aging Research
Alzheimer’s Association

American Association of Homes and Services for the Aging
American Association of People with Disabilities

American Association on Health and Disability

American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities

The American Geriatrics Society
American Medical Rehabilitation Providers Association

American Music Therapy Association

American Network of Community Options and Resources

The Arc of the United States
Association of Assistive Technology Act Programs

Association of Jewish Aging Services of North America
Association of University Centers on Disabilities

Autism Society

Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law

B’nai B’rith International
Center for Disability Issues and the Health Professions

Center for Medicare Advocacy 
Council for Learning Disabilities

Easter Seals

Family Voices

Higher Education Consortium for Special Education

The Jewish Federations of North America
Lutheran Services in America  
NISH
National Alliance for Caregiving
National Alliance on Mental Illness

National Association of Area Agencies on Aging

National Association of Long-Term Care Ombudsman Programs
National Association of Nutrition and Aging Services Programs
National Association of State Head Injury Administrators
National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare

National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare
National Council on Aging

National Council on Independent Living
National Disability Organization

National Disability Rights Network

National Down Syndrome Congress

National Senior Corps Association
National Senior Citizens Law Center

National Spinal Cord Injury Association
NCCNHR: The National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care

OWL - The Voice of Midlife and Older Women

Paralyzed Veterans of America

Teacher Education Division of the Council for Exceptional Children 

United Cerebral Palsy
United Spinal Association
Volunteers of America

World Institute on Disability

